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*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* ( . rev�ew cont. from p.11) 
Edward Nicholson's work is a pamphlet extracted from a larger 19�2 work and Nigel 

Pennick's is a 1975 original. Nicholson vehemently derides the metre and his case 
is argued with the same verve as those who deprecate nuclear power stations, porn, 
bloodsports and fluoridation • • •  all of which are super subjects for getting a heated 
debate going. Pennick, however, takes a more level view and presents the metre in 
the context of European metrology, from the megalithic yard to Stephenson's railway 
gauge. Nichols.on has the brims tone and Pennick has a mass of data. Remember 
though that Alfred Watkins wrote a pamphlet propounding octal measures . • 

============================= 

THE EARTH SPIRIT - � JOHN MICHELL (Tgames & Hudson, £1-95) 
I "On the f&ce of the landscape can be seen the effects of the former sacr$d: 

view of the earth and of the contrasting view now prevailing." 
� .. : 

During the past six months I have been diligently researching old. records of, leg-
ends aeaociated with prehistoric society for a fdllo;w-up boa:k to "Quicksilver Herit­
age". It was not long before a coherent pattern appeared relating the enormous;Ly 
diverse collection of folkloric tradition' to a central factor -- tha t1 the · prehistoric 
monuments all relate to supernatural association and a living force. 

; . 

I have contacted what John Michell calls-the earth spirit in many ways: :'in· the form 
of what is loosely called ley power, on tracks, in churches, at stones; as 'beings 
from a gnome to a highly-ev�lved and humorously articulate being; ·and in an aesthetic 
appreciation of landscape and uncanny ability to note the subtle remnants such as 
obscure stones with their own secre.t tales to tell. Our landscape is being bulldoze-d 
for "little boxes" estates yet the spirit paths and power centres remain. Respect 
must be paid to the earth spirit, for cases of misfortune befalling des·poil�!s· are 
legion, yet in its benifioent .aspect there are s·tories of luck accorded to those 
whose appreciation is noted. · 

My experience too is that the earth spirit is determined by such factors as 'posit­
ions of the heavenly bodies .and is far from constant. Perhaps it is impertinent to 
suggest that so special an .aspect of Life be analys.ed scientifically, but unl�ss done 
so it will remain dubious to all but the most cosmic�ly perceptive. As is we�l-known, 
psychic �ctivity of any kind is apt to withdraw in the presence of scepticism:and the 
analyti�al. 

· · 

The author draws attention in his excellent introductory essay to the 
consistency of traditions related �0 prehistoric remains and notes that man's inter­
vention at sacrrd places was seemingly 'to create a permanent residence for the wan­
dering spirit. he attempt to institutionalize the earth force was not, due to cyc­
lical, geological and astronomical considerations, always effective. However, 'we have 
across the country the ley syst�m as· a ·reinil?-der that at· one .. poin� .. in� o:ur hi·stf!·-:-y Man 
chose to attempt to captJ.l.X:'.� ap.�_�;I.�s�:ve ·power �� our quicksflver- heritage. 

. 
-·· · .... - ·-.· . . .  - .. .... � �· � ·  ......... . .: .... .... . __ :· .. :. ::· :�· .. � .. · . 

Theory aside, this work is basically a picture book, with 115 iLlustrations; 22 in 
colour. The captions are comprehensive and the subject matter covers a wide range of 
the manifestations of our living planet. It joins a series which is already highly 
regarded for its scope and perceptions. 

· 

@5/cigtf&Jf&!f&P/c@'/� MISCELLANY: Mr Norman 
Field, of 14 Regent Road, Harborne, Birmingham 17, would like to correspond on 
the subject of leys with any readers in his area • • • • •  Mis& A.C. DQ�bar, of 65 Park 
Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts., HP1 1JS, is keen to contact other ley hunters in her 
vicinity • • •  A group exists for· ley/UFO studies in Lancashire. Contact Miss Rita 
Fleming, 1 Lilac Terrsce,.Mellor.Broo�, near B�ackburn� Lancs • • • •  Sample copy of The 
Atlantean, 50p inc. post. From The Atlanteans, House of Isis, 42 St George's Street, 
Cheltenham, GL50 4AF • • • • •  
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LEY HUNTING IN WALES 

.by JIMMY GOD�-

2. 

Wales is a fascinating area for ley hunting, as my wife and I fo�d during. our·' 
week there in early September, although my ignorance of Wels.h was something of a 
handicap with regard to the place names. We s.tayed in a caravan on the slopes of 
the Mynydd y Gaer ( Mountain of the Camp) · overlooking the village of Llannefydd 
across the valley. It was an idyllic s.etting with a b eaut:lf'ul view, and very clear 
skies at night. The: Milk:-J Way was the 'brightest we have ever seen ·i·t·y· and the·-· �: 

· 

stones also attested. the unpolluted atmosphere by their J..ichen· coverings. �he· 
· · 

narrow road to this. summit was lined with bushes laden ··with ·olacki·.erries, and from 
the top (where traces of the camp are ztill visible) one can see Bnowdonia . in one 
direction and Rhyl in the other , and.:. misty in the . distance·a.cross· tre water,· the 
Wirral peninsula . 

Mynydd y Gaer is a · ley centre with a peaceful atmosphere des:;?ite .5.ts wal:.llke use 
by the Roman�, and energy could be :f'elt :::'rom our caravan position� t;hough n:Jt at 
the top. This phenomenon has been noticed befo:re , for insi;ance at 8t George'.s Hill;· 

Weybridg�,. Surrey � 
Llanefydd ?hurch, on a ley from th e camp, is no �cnge:· used C.u8 +:o lack of con­

gregation ( the population are mainly nonccr..f!Jr:-::list) but jt is well maintained in­
side, and a fairly. s·trong energy·· could r··� ·�!'el t. About tv:o r.:iles west of Mynydd y 
Gaer is the tiny isolated hillside church of s-e John1s in the parilsh Jbf Llanfair 
Talhaiarn, It is, however, no nearer thr.t village �h�n it j.s to Llannefydd - - right 
out in the wilds, with only one: service·. a month• -�· hevertt�less it is:remarkable in 
the terrific energy···fel t ·there. I coulC. feel it even si ttj .1.g outside in the car 
(which has never happened an��here else) a�d when I walkeo up the avenue of double 
trees leading to its. door, it was l:Ue -:1 band of numbness f:rm .. m.d my head . Unfort.:. 
unately it is ·kept locked, so �e could not go inside�. It is of course a ley ·centre. 

Another very.interesting chiTch ley centre in this a�ea is Henllan church, betW� 
een LLannef'ydd and Denbigho The name of the vi1lage mean 3 · a old church" and: the 

· 

building, although rather plain and i1on-cruciforJl like mar;.- WeJ.sh ehurches, is not..:. 
able in that it has a. detached tower on a large limestone cutcrop·· o·1 the hilltop 
( the church itself is lower down). The tcwer is s�e of the church, which is a rare 

exa.mp�e of one being aligned due east. The ley running bE-tween church and tower is· 
a good one: coming from t�e n w direction it passes throu�h three �Yossroads· and 
two other peaks before coming to· the church r.nd· tower, par 3es just 1i:es t of Denbigh 
to come to a matte and bailey , then g�es to 1:.anfwrcg 0hurch and an earthwork, and 
the church at Llanfair Dyf:f'ryn Clwyd. The church is rethGr lovely �nside, the walls 
being faced with limestone blocks with some fossils visible··, and a high. semi- · 
cylindrical wooden ce .ing . A fairly strong energy was felt there, though nothing 
like at St John's. 

On the other side of the Clwydian Range, south of Nann3::. .. c�1, therl'l is a stone 
circle. Only four s.tones re�ain, but it is nonetheless vary interes ting. The circle 
of stones has largely· been replnc�d by a circle of trees� all very large and all 
oaks except for one elm, �affected for the moment at least by Dutch Elm Disease. 
The interior of the circle is completely covered by �att�es and there are fragmehts 
of stone everywhere. One stone .that seams to be ·firmly e;nbedded ::.s. in the cen t:re, 
but it is impossible to say whether this :..s original o Ho•Je\rer, perLaps the most 
interes.ting thing is tre strange leonine face on one of t�1e 3tones, so s imilar ·to 
the one pointed out to us by MIDJ..lie Carey at Stanton Dre.-v; l1ere wearing an express­
ion of intense sadness, r0flecting the G.es.ola tion of the plg,ce �· 

The circl e is set near a stream and b3tween �1ills, and .at some �istance from it, 
near a path lined w ith an avenue of copper beeches, is another much larger stone, 
noticed, to my shame, b y  my wife anC.. not myself .. Not until I returned to the car­
avan did I realise that thf r: � ·t; ::.:� :.was almost vertni�y o:1 till west-running ley lin­
king the circle with Henllan church. However, r did not f·3E-1 any energy at tk 
circle� despite the fact that I touc&ed all the ��ores. The. ley, from the circle to 
Henllan, travelling we3 twards, af'ter iaa�v-i:::-"lg ·che c:� -rcle and its stone, skirts the 
northern tip of Pen-y-Cloddian camp, then goes to He:1ll£! n � and the s�_x road ard tr-
ack junctions. · - · 



The two castles visited -- Denbigh and Rhuddlan -- were perhaps the least 
interesting of tre sites seen. Both had rather grim atmospheres and no energy 

.was felt, though at Denbigh there was an impression that previously ther:e.�as 
something with a better purpose on the site, though this could have been wish­
ful · thinking. Rhuddlan had an interesting mound near it-- Twthill -- �uppos­
e-dly Norman but appeared to have· the remains of a spiral as at Glastonburyo 
Here again, however, there was no energy fe1t. 

We also· visited two aboeys: Denbigh Friary and Valle Crucis Abbey� Llangollen. 
Of the forme�, only the church remains, but although roofless its sandstone wall 
is fairly �ntact, a nd there seems to be energ-y there. Valle Crucis is in a 
similar ·position to the stone circle beside its river ani between hills, though 
here ···-th.e hi1� are higher and rather awe-inspiring. Much more remains of Vall.e 
Crucis than Denbigh Friary; energy is mainly felt here at the east end of the 

'-
C:�:n-ch. One. point that seems to have come out of this ley hunt is concerned 

.�t� the question of one. ley point being visible from the next. This seems to 
be hardly ever the case -- Llannefydd church is visible from Mynydd y Gaer of 
course, but this seems to be the exception rather than the rule. Denbigh Fria� 
is not visible from the castle (or vice versa) and, despite its elevated posit­
ion, Dinas Bran castle is not visible from Valle llrucis. Likewi.se Glas·tonbury 
Abbey is not visible from the Tor (or vice versa). It does not seem that this 

. was ever the case from the very small numbers of examples that exist, and this 
seems. to point to the conclusion that leys were never extensively used as 
tra ckways . •  

LETTERS** LETTERS** LETTERS**LETrERS**
. 

I would like to say. that I was very interested in Robin 
Holtom's Psychoarchaeological Bulletin in issue 65. I am. interested in finding 
sources .of information which relate to the -content of this ar:ticle and al,so, 
perhaps, to make contact with anyone who has researched in this subject. ···r · 

occasionally visit mental hospitals in the course of my work and this article· 
has .drawn my attention to matters that I would otherwise have mi5sed. I have for 
a long time· had a. vague feel:Lng of there being aomething strange' about the •: 

architecture and layout of these hospi tal.s but have never been able to piri it 
down. I hope that I may have the opportunity to research this matter in the 
near fu.ture. -·- PaUl Baines, 15 Ashdale, Great Bookham, Surrey. 

My own particular interest at the.moment is in the ancient and 
·mysterious stories ·.of our land: ones . with unus-ual names ana/or·· oid tales or-. 
customs associated with them. I fe.el that there is an underlying theme or: 
themes. common to most of s.uch tales, and it is in an attempt at unravelling 
this thread of a�c·ient pagan lore that I am currently compiling a ea talogue 
of s-uch stones. As a pagan, and a member of tl:re Pagan Movement in Britain and 
Ireland, this is especially interesting for me, s.ince it reveals various 
facets of pagan worship and life that I would like to see reestablished. I 
would like to hear from anyone who knows of any mysterious stones in their 

-own area, giving, if possible, details of position, composition, name and 
associ�ted legend. -- Michael Burgess, 2i Kirkley Gardens, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
((Your editmr is also interested in this subject and would welcome such 

information too, especially personal accounts of verified tales of luck, 
misfortunes, fairy association etc., or ley power, with regard to such 

stones)). ********* 

I would li� to find what proportion of readers 
have tried either Guy Underwood1s divining gadgets or Lethbridge's 
pendulum and whether they have succeede.d with either. I have tried and 
failecl. Alan H. Charlton, Four Winds; Monger Lane, Midsomer Norton, 

Bath, Avon. 
++++++++++++• i I J I I!+++++++++++++ 

DEFINITION OF .AN ARCHAEOLOGIST -- A MAN V/HOSE CAREER LIES IN RUINS. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • . . . . . . . . � . . . . . . . . 
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POWYS, BRITAIN AND THE GOLDEN AGE . . 
� ltl'IDREW TAt�J. 

John Cowper �owys� the novelist, essayist, critic and philosopl1er, lived 
from·1872· until 1963. He spent his youth in Wessex, hi3 middle age 
lecturing in America and his old age in.North Wales .. J{is-works are 
largely inspi.red by Wales and We�s.eJC:;·/·1n addition .to those d.isc:.lSsed 
below, they include. "Weymouth Sands if�· "Morwyn" , 11 Owen · G lendowern , '!W olJB: 
Solent", "Porius",.and nAtlaritis". 

Thirty or forty years ago, in the Welsh town of Gorwen3 a strange ritual couJ_d be 
observed early every morning. A tall, elderly man of ·striking, ·somewhat wild appear­
ance would emerge from a s�all cottage on the hillside above the ··to·�·rn. He would 
make. his way out until he reached. �om:e noted inanimate object :.__ ·a dea,d tree, a 
single stone -- and then,stooping� bang his forehead ort it several tim0so This wa3 
John Cowper Powys paying his own peculiar homage tc the ancient j)owe·�s of this land 
above the sacred Dee, the old kingdom of Powys from whence he �elieved Lis dis tant 
ancestors derived. 

· 

Like �ost
.

artists who have exhibited an occult eccentricity, Powys has been 
shunned, neglected, insulted arid despised. At last9 however, he is receivi�g some­
thing like just recognition. This is not only because his literary worth is being 
favourably evaluated, but also. because his ideas and themes are attr 3.ctive t·, the 
growing body of people intere�ted in the spiritual wisdom of ai"lcient Bri ta;in. Ee is 
almost unique in English literature in showing awareness and con ... ern for the· ancient 
and particular powers of this land. Sometimes he i·S explic it. a.bo·.J.t them; at other· 
times he gives tantalizing hints. But he �-s always aware of tl'B true nature ana. ess-· 
ence of his heritage, and champions its cause ag[d.nst the.· scientific and dogma tic 
approaches of archaeology and :religion.. . . · · 

Powys wrote as a· visionary, with the awareness £.nd fervou:r.· of' e1 bara. or prophet. 
Although he undoubtedly possesed a rich and �xtensive lcnowlG�ge of Cel�in an� pre­
Cel tic cul t"':l!'e, Arthu:rian romance, theosophy, and sd on, he· went .J:!eyond tho mer.3ly 
intellectual to see the deeper truth, and to express this })oet:!.cal1y. He 1)rocle:.imed 
himself a "medium" fnr the "marginal. sensa-tions of rnankindn in f;3:G.eral; a:1d an ex-. 
press ion of the hidden powers of ancie:1t Bri -f:;ai� in particU:.a:r., .3a.tu:-e. ted in tt1e 
traditions of Wes.sex and Wales, ·he yet remained a s:.tartlir.Lg; :r ind:..vid.ual tale!lt. . . . . . . - . 

There is. a certain direction _in· his wri tint;, both a �;regression and. c. regression. 
Powys is ·not concerned w:L th a·· sense of historicai cohtinlli ty, "Jut w-:: �h th.e re-oovery . 
of what we· have lost fro� the. past, forgotten- sensual/ sp±ri tu3.l cepe.bili ties tr.q:C 
united both "the abo:tiginal and the psychic". His iriythic i:rna;.ina-tio�1 :<ri.ev;ed Mar- in 
cosmic, not· social .terms, harking back to a Golden Age when these ace )mplis:b...mer.:ts, 
were fully . utilized. For s.ome poets the Golden Age is a metaphor for rl s.tate of the 
soul, for ldst childhood innocence, or a classic myth. For Powys it is. an actua,l 
historical epoch, its memory now .debased, its powers lost or corrupteJ , its D.ctuc.:J.ity 
ridiculed by all but a few. For him it was a time when in A tlant:l.E. or even befor(� a 
civilization had existed which united both the sociai and. tr.e sp�ritin-1. in perf'ect1 
liberating concord, producing an individual £ullness of mi�c now alffiJ3-t wholly lest. 

That is, except in a few places, a few instances. Powys bE,lieved tr1at the f:1llest 
survival of the Golden Age was to be found in the tradi tionE � cu..l tw."e, la:tlt;uage and 
mythology of Wales. He used "Wales" in its widest sense tc err';)ra.ce 2.0pects enai-:a"'.;ing 
from it -- such as the Grail, deriving he believed f:rom the Welsh �2ir Deder� or 
Cauldron of Rebirth. It was more than coi:ncidence· that when Powys finE,lly went to 
live in· Wales, it was to the area known as " Hire ethog'� a ::!:n Welsh nhi:::-aeth" neans a 
longing, a nostalgia, but something deeper than Engli0h h&s a wore. foT·� a h;:;l.rk:;..nt;­
ba.ck to the earlies days of a peopJe , wi-�h the overtoaes of a Golden .... �.ge -- :yac.rning, 
Powys 1 own· "hiraeth" led him to make en :..maginati'Te recreati-::>n cf the most a�-w��ent 
traditions, seeking to convey some. of their primal. power i:.-: a contewporary settir..g. 
He knew well that the mythologi�s ,and art::.facts of· ancient :Dr·i ta:!_n were n0t -che wut­
ilated remnants of a primitive, degenerate society bu-t the !)oetic ancl architec-Gm"al 
expressions o� an advanced civilizationo 

Powys maintained �that the Welsh, by virtue of' their geographical :::eclus�;..on., temper­
amental introversion and racial age� had manag0d ·.;o cor1ceaJ. tbe ancien-;; "planeta:cy 



: ,  

5. 

secrets" longer than any other people. He discerned a distinlbt "aboriginal" 
trait in what he calJed the "true Welsh", those who by their remoteness ,and lack 
of interbreeding had,managed to keep alive the pre-Celtic race which had inhabited 
the country o· 

Like many Gel t·Lc myths, J. C. Powys 1 np�els deal with borderlands; . geographical 
or natural, they form appropriate quasi-symbolic localities for the "psychic 
borderlands" which are the essence of his writing. Especially potent for him were 
those places wb�r-� the old powers lingered on and which could form a psychic 
"bridge" between past ·and present. He had an occult belief that an inanimate aobject 
could act as a receiver and accumulator of impressions generated by thought' or 
action. From this, bji 'poetic psychometry", a sensi tive�.nnind could attune. itself to 
lingering emanations. So, in a place like Glastonbury Tor, with its long-established 
spi::bi tuali ty, an immense reserve of occult pov1er woul.d be accumulated, capable of 
emitting great force and intimating something of, the power of nncient times to a 
s ensi ti ve recipient • · -�e�.--� __ !.lO"!__�?c.9-mi!J.e -�-2!Ile of Po�s' writings irt more detail. 
His "Autobmography" (1954) recounts much of his knowledge of Anc��� �r:D.tain gained 
as he became increasingly obsessed with the "idea of Wales". He bel{ieved .i1hat the 
Welsh inherited the wisdom of an older race, the builders of Stonehenge. J..he wisdcm 
is summed up in Powys' assertion that "the oldest Welsh wisdom was the wisest and 
most ancient of all human wisdom; it is within the power of the will and imagination 
to destroy and recreate the world". Powys believed that thought could actually 
achieve physical ends; an inference that Stonehenge may have been raised by mental 
power is not an unreasonable assumption. 

Seeing himself as "restorer of the hidden planetary secrets of these mystical 
introverts of the world," Powys undertook his·mission both in word and action. 
in his spellbinding lectures he conveyed "a magic message from the gods of the 
old world to the market places of the new". His lectures were famous for his 
blend of knowledge and showmanshipl and no wonder, for he was.genuinely inspired 
by "something .. . e: ... rom those far off 'sacred hills 1 ,  from Glastonbury Tor, Dadbury 
Camp, from ShL3ton) from the peak of Snowden." 

He could call upon.the old powers both as a practical force a�d as a creative 
inspiration. The full range of his vision is best seen_in the monumental "A 
Glastonbury Romance" (1955). Geographically, this novel moves from Norfolk:via 
Stonehenge to Glastonbury;" this also represents a spiritual 'p:rogress� For the · · ·  
traveller John Crow, this · journey -- which he make$. I. on· fpot. --, .. is "the walking 
towards some mysterious celes tiai fount wherein pai� was . tra1wmuted into �:q. un­
known elemento" .At Stonehenge he encoUnters ·the Vfelsh antiquarian ·and mystic 
Ovven Evans, who explains to him. some'" of the circle 1 s· mysteries. Crow is sensi t­
ive to the true power of the plap.e; "he felt drunkenness with the the magnE;tism 
emanating from these prehistor�c mpholiths an�. trilithons" and does not .need 
Evans 1 chatter. Note here the ;�pecific use of the word "magnetism''; strange 
that Powys should use this wi·th its now-recognized association with ley povver. 
The stones impart a sense of liberating ecstasy, · and here Powys describes in a 
most powerful way the true nature of Stonehenge, its spiritual aura and innate 
force; talking of the· actual stones he says "they had become by the mute creative 
action of 4000 years, authentic Divine beings • • •  they gathered· godheaci:-up, as a 
lightning conductor gathers up elec·tricity and refused to delegate £t tb · any 
interpreter or te any priest." 

· · : · · 

John Crow come..:> eventually to Glastonbury, where he meets Sam Dekk�r:, ·the un­
orthodox son of a vicar. Dekker is attuned to the spirit of the place, believing 
that "the deepest-rooted superstitions here • • •  wouldturn out to be the religion 
of the people Yvho lived before the ancient Bri tains, perhaps ,even before the 
Neolithic men,." Here is a hint of some primal culture, perhaps that of Atlantis, 
John Crow has a 1over, Mary,at Glastonbury. In their sexual and spiritual bond 
Powys sees a link and an affinity with the ancient powers -- "in the etheric 
atmosphere about t.1.ese two • • •  quivered the immemorial mystery of Glastonbury. 
Christians had one name for the Power, the ancient heathen inhabitants of this 
place had another and quite different one • • •  as different people approached this 



6. 
spot, they chnnged its chemistry, though not its essence�': He goes on to 
elucidate the nature of this all-important

. "essence" .. The influencl) was personal., 
yet impersonal, it was a material centre., of . f()rce , yet an �mmaterial. fountain of 
life ••• older than t� gods of Neoli thic . man_�

·
: it had been :1anded down to subseqeent 

generations by three 'psychic channels o .  o the channel of po·_J,.llar reno �Vn, the channel 
of inspired poetry and by the channel of· individual experir�nce. ' : This n influencen 
is equated with the Grail, no"t the Ct.LI'istiani.z ed form of mediaerra"l.. romance, b ut 
the original form that gave rise to the Cauldron of Rebirth :..n Wel.s�.1 lore and 
thence subsequent manifestations. The grail is a syn�ol fo� anc:..e�1t powers � poetic 
powers of inspiration and rebirth, the certain s·omethine outside �.tsel£' for which 
mankind always yearns. 

Desire for Powys -- whether sexual or spirit:ml. -- is th� stron:g::;_st force _i_n tl:-... � 
world, and c.'ln lead to the grail-visio::1 �  It is ':what Merli.!:. had anq wcat Joseph 
found "'!'-. the indying grail" , 11 the desire of ge�1era tion5 -- E. li ttk� n'J.cleus of 
eternity, dropped somehow from the outer spac�s upon onl� p�rticu.la:r spot." Tl1l.8 
"spot" is Galstonbury, and through the mediur:1 m:' Owen Evans. Powys axpo::znds 1pon . 
the nature of the pJace. E\-an s equates it 'lid .. -t'l. "Y!' Echty<..'.: ·:re J..an·' of·Annvtn; tre 
�and of twilight and death(jo" Evans asks of the Fishe:--Kir�ge �'For '.v�w.t did they· 
fish? • • •  the triads only dare hint at these things., �1 Pm1ye e xpm .. l...i."'ldf � "They sought 
for more than a fish. For the knot of the oppos·!_te_s_� Fer tr.a �tone. vri thou.t 1:"-cllen 
which the people before my people ·.vorshippeC., when the;y se·c up o � .. 11 Ee does not 
finish b ut we can tentaMvely guess ard suppl�· somethin;� like nstonehengej1 to fill 
the gap. 

· · · 

Evans' s own particular quest is to find the :nenni:�g of: t��e _my� tica..1 w·ord · 

11 esphimeoir", the place to which Merlin disapP'3ared, Povys eqea tr;S, th:i.s with the 
fourth dimension, both - in time and -space and j_n_·.the rni:!l�., It �.s t!'e· plac-:.; ·omr the 
Grail., the place of the Golden Age; both in ac ';1.mli ty ar..:�1 poeti.cal�·.Y, .

.
. Glas�onbury 

can be the doQr to n·es phimeoir" � 
· 

In ''�aiden Castle" (1935 ) Powys's }�no�l �c1ge of anc !en·� lore is . . · stated ·i�i an ob­
vious manner. Throughout the noveJ. he re:�rs to the eart�Tifork es ·.1 Mai.-:3-unn , -�hereby 
giving it its original British . name . Agoit1,· an g;ntiq".la�.a:r, -·-here, U;:."ier.!. Q�.:rirr.:t ---· 

is. used as a mou�hpiece . He standc: fo:i.". and par tially s.� 14bo=_izes the: old� bu:·:>ied 
powers in conflict with the· scientif'ic apprc.:.ch�s of arc :.2 .aology ,_ He beliez··es that 
Mai�un was "a civilized polis, long· before the Rolllans· CJ.ma:> and it is Cll�:r an im­
poverished imagination that sees tbem living in mise!'ablc thP.tcheE..li.cles'! -­

Powys's own view·clearly asserted � 

Urien has changed his nal!le from En6c�1,for Urien i_�:, a c!la:cacte!' from Welsh myth.­
ology. In doing so he symbolically places himse::;_f in the line o:..' �e:"::. -�age ·.of the 
locality's powers, originating in a lost golden .age; in actuality he feels himself 
to be in touch with these hidden force� s ·on· in.l-J.eri tor of '' t2--_e oJ .. :l. 

·
m��gic

. 
of t:ne ·· 

mind, the secret of which has been so often lost� but the Wels h , e.lc:1e among ti1te 
races hid it instead of squandering it"" .Although Quirm is Welsh; he ·0elieves that 
these secrets ante-date the Celts; he says that "Uri9n is no Celtic word but far 
older -- a word belonging to that mysterious civ::_2.:Lzation of the L1wel1ers .LnDunium 
and in the great cities abo u� Avebury and Stonehenge .• 8aer 1:-rw:rti. .. 8:!:cC Caer Sidi and 
Cattraeth and Carbonek , that was not Aryar.. at all bnt a c :_�.r:::.).ization possessed of 
secrets of life that Aryan science has destroyed ,. " He lnt3r goes on -to sE;.y t�1at this 
coviliza tion knew the "true power of the golden age" • ,, • 1 it i.s the r.ower our :-ace 
adored when built Avebu:ry and Maiden Cast�.e and Stonehenge and Caez Drwyno ('.they 
twisted it all round·· la ter, the s�y chilc rE-n of gold e.nd of "clJ.rrung,, o .,  b-et t:1e 
power that rushes through me when I go there ( Mai den Cas-t]_e):: the power that I am 
under my name Urien goes too deep f'or them to ctest!'oj; .. n Porys knew o'f the sanciity 
and true purpose of places like StonehengE:. anA. Maiden Cas t:·.e o .At a time when est­
ablished thought viewed them as primitve expressions of decenerate culture.o 

There is a hope in Powys ' s . writings that the �olden Age Tiill be restored. Urien 
prophesies that the old pow�rs will b�eak throug:) and th.ase 4�000 yeara which the 
world has bee.n deceived Wili be redeemedo Eovvyf. him!:>elf w:-:.·ote of ·cb.e coming .Itge of 
Aquarius, attended by a more feminine , a more int1..'2 ti ve c1.1l ture; a. partial r�turn 
to the matriarchal society of the Golden Agen In our ;resent aw�reness of the true 
nature of ancient British civili.zation) and in ou� accepa:'�a.nce of a thi�'l(er· like 
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Powy s ,  we may be ._paying the way for this rebirthe 
BIBLIOGRAPHY : Maiden Cast1e (Macdonald); A Glastonbury Romance (Picador ) ; 

Autobiography (Macdonald); Obstinate Cymric (Vi.llage Pre ss )., 

Part � THiE FORGOTTEN HEART OF ALBION: Some Aspects of Leicestershire Lore 
� PAUL DEVEREUX and ANDREW YORK 

LOOSE ENDS CROSSES: Not on the 1" map, and mis sed by Ri1r.mer ,  a 12' high . ,. , 
cross  stands in Rothley churchyard .  It is of Saxon origin and Dare cons: .. dered 
that it had only geome tric de signs on it . HJwever , Ken Clarke points  out to _us 
that from our photograph of it he can decipher the barely dis cernable figure of 
an angel . Once pointed out , e�ily seeno '.('here is a curious triahg1J.lar ruo tiir on 
another face of the cros s ,  which is a shaft without a head. Dare , who excaitated 
the base in the 1920s was of the opinion that the c�oss  never had traverse arms. 
The cross is set in a boulder that lies beneath the groundo Records of other 
Lei cestershire crosses  we have noted include an amazing one excavated at pigham 
on the Hill .• A tum:ulus existed S of the church, by the roadsi�e :> and when it was 
partially opened in 1899 a very ancient oak cross  wa s found.  The transverse bar · 
was 16 feet long and fitted to  an 18ft long  perpendicular beam by a scart'-notch.  
No wooden or metal pins. were used .  The cross  wa s laid due E and W, A cros s in a 
tumulus-? Other records name crosses  at : Sproxton - Saxon , ·carved wd.th rir:gs, · 
wheels and interlacing; Hoby - stump; Ashfordl?_� - stepped,  apparently the- figure 
of a man with hi s right hand raised in blessing can be deciphere<i; Bottesford:-� 
stepped; Fri sby on the Wreake - 10ft high, stepped; Billesdon - C14 , fluted 
shaft; Foxton - fragment of Saxon cros s; Harby - fragment built into war memorial; 
Ha thern; Ragdale- old cross namong the tombstone s"; Rollestone - an cient shaft· 
in churchyard; S calford - ancient cross fragmen t; Stoughton - C14 , fluted shaft; 
Tilton - broken shaft in churchyard; Wyrnondham - fragmen t of ancient cross  ser­
ving as sund:i_al; Saaptoft - C15; Swi thland - cros s here moved fro:n Mountsorrel; 
Hallaton - market cross "like a cone of · steps.'i; Breedon - portion of Saxon cross; 
Kirby Bellars - remains of a stone cros s in churchyard .  We recall also that we · 
noticed the stump of a cross  in the chur chyard at Grimston .  

BEACON HILL :_·. we note· .that this i s  pictured on p84 of "Mysterious Britain" •.... The 
authors state that there is a ghost legend attached to the place and that the 
name of the hill sugge sts  it was used as a bea con s ite. There i s, in fact> · more 
subs.tantial eviden ce .·" Mr Langha·m of Needles. Inn • •  oWell remembers that there 
stood on the high point of tre Beacon, an erection of rude ana ancient masonry 
about 6ft high, of round form, and having in it s centre a cavi ts· , about a yard 
dee.p ,  and · a yard in diame ter , the sides of which were thickly covered in bu:tnt 

.pitch., . ..  He remembers too , that at that time entrenchments on that hill. we:re. 
inore visible than they.are now . · I discovere-d , by digging, many heaps of nearly 
p�rished  mortar mingled with fragments of stone and dark red brick." (Po tter) .· 

FOUR DRAGONS: We have noted accounts of a " remarkable carving'' on the Norman 
font in the church.r+t Thorpe Arnold . It depicts  St George fighting a snorting 
dragon . Behind the saint the dragon appear s again , sleeping peacefully.  ��he 
church at Stoney Stanton has carvings of a winged dragon and other " strange 
bea sts" . At Appelby Magna. there is a moa ted farmhouse; its moat f.till wet , which 
has a roughly carved stone over the kit chen mantelpiece depi,cting "an armed man , 
a woman leaning on a. stick , and Michael with the dragon ." 

SONIC ANOMALY : "If ybu descend the hillock on which Old John stands . �· • •  and 
sit in the cavi ty of the rocks  • • •  you can get one of the mOst remarkable echoes 
to  be found anywhere , thrown bo.ck by the woocl behind  the "lall-ladder ... oit i:rep­
roduces every syllable of even fairly long sen tence� , and. the speaker's acc.en t 
and pitch of voice as well!" ·(D�re)o The wood in que stion is at SK 524�16 -
where the " Bradgate Stones" (referred to  in the fir st section of this article ) 
are located . There is also  a large depression in the- · grou�1d wi thi:n. this  wood. 

HINCKLEY: The difficult exorcism of a child.'� ghost at Old Hall near here is 
supposed to  account for 1 1 the buzzing or hummi�g on the ·surface" 9f nearby moats., 
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ROTHLEY :· A lady, now in her seventies ,  born and ·ored in the ·Jillage told us of 
a tradition that the Temple at Rothley (built by tne Knights Templars -- now only 
the chapel survives and a hotel occupies the greater p�rt of the si�e) was conn­
ected by a . s�bterranean tunnel with Nottingham Caa tle - t. distance �f .1.7 mi�es . 
It is worth · noting that a- great many passages and. tunnels do exist iii the ·· great 
rook mn which the castle s tands . Moreover , there is ar.. ancient inn, ,built into the 
oliffsid�· which has cellars leading into this network of tunnels .  The inn is 
call ed t�e Trip .to Jerusalem and, it is believed , origina ted around the time - of 
the Crusades . Now we ask .. you, fellow ley hunters ,  what group of men really made, 
the trip to Jerusalem? 

BLACK A!''lliA : "Black .Anna was said to be in the habit of crouching amongst .  the 
branches of the old pollard oak which grew in the cleft of rock over the �outh �f 
her oaye or ''bower ' . "  (Leic s . Chronicle , . 1874) . ·.rhe writer of this piece claimed 
he had· seen the cave , on the Dane Hills , as · a hoy and s aid that it had a ledge 
of rook running along each side � 

IBSTOCK TO WALES :  There· is· a tradition in Ibstock that a path once · existed 
between the village and' Waies . There s eems to be no phys ical evidE:nce for this �- ·'- .J 

tal.e but we have a tentative sugge stion to make o Ibs tock li.es on, for practical 
purposes , a great circl� centre d on Whi teleafed Oak mn t1.,e Malverns .. Indeed, . 
Ibstock church is act�lly outside the . present village - to the �� whore the olft, village was situat�d .  his would put it as exac tly on the circurnf'erence of the . 
-circle as can be de.termined . This circle als o passes :!!E'X close to Meifod in · 

Montgomeryshire which had a Druidic college in its vicinity .  C ould· this path leg-
end be ves tigia_l folk-memory concerning this huge circle and how it linked · ·· · 

Ibs tock. with a Vfelsh centre of ancient wisdom? In addi tio a., this invis.ibJ_e terr­
estrial circle seems strongly associated with the aak. Whiteleafed Oak is its, 
centre and no two counties in Briatain are more connected with the oak than 
Leicest�rshire and Montgomeryshire ( Powys ) .  
. STONEY STANTON : Mill Hill , near this �illage, was. formerly famous for fairy 
rings and fairy dances . People in the neighbourhood used to have many " wonderful 
traditionary tales" regarding them, according to Nichols . 

... ' • r . ' . ' 

LEA WOOD : A courrtryman told us that this wood " drew the thunder" , Elec trica.l. 
storms were attracted . to the place, and were _ notorious,l y active wi t�in this. vic­
inity. Our informant was himself driven to his knee s ,  physically, by the force of 
the thunder when caught in the area as a s torm raged . Apparently , the original 
wood has· been removed and the area no longer seems to have a particular attraction 
for sto1m1s . 

SWITHLAND WOOD � 'l'his
: 
wood has been notorious as a focus for suicides for many 

decades . Indeed , yven D are records the fact in his book on Charnwood Forest .  Old . 
slate quarries·. have to a degree al ttered the topography of the woo:ll. Could this 
alteration of the loc9-l landscape in an area of power create negative forces? 

2fr" MA.P D ISCREPANCIES : M:t Bob Chaplin , of Lewes , writes · to tell us : .. " The disc­
repancies I ' ve come across  in O . S .  maps refers to the 2v� to mi2.e series . I 
bought maps TQ40 and TQ41 in the 11 Provisional Edition" v:rhich mat 0hed perfectly . 
Then I bought TQ21/51 and TQ20/50 in the " Second · Series' ;  which did not match up . 
Over one map there was a discrepancy of about 2:mm • •.  I wrote to the O . S .  Office . . .. 
They said words t'o the effect that they couldn( t do anything about it . . ..  " 

FORTEAN ODOUR : While we were doing some fieldw�rk during July/.Aug . �974 we 
noticed an account in the Leices ter Mcrc·1.1ry des·.cribing a strange smell which 
drifted acros s  Charnwood Forest,  reported by many peop�e . Gas board and other 
officials were called out to investigr.te the odour but '.vere unable to account for 
it . 

THURNBY 11 SPIDERSn : R . J . M . Rickard re:ninds us that there was a swarm of money 
spiders on Thurnby Lodge Estate ,  Leicester , on Oct . 15 , 1967 . Houses and cars 
were covered with webs -- an estimatei 2 , 000 , 000 per acr·e ( The News/6) . We note 
from the records we have collected that 13 days later some eight UFOs were seen 
over �: spot �t mi�es from Thurnby Lodge . Indeed, on this same night, a dark 
obl&g with lights at each end W§s sighted over Brau.ns tona, Leicester ; a T:.:�shaped 
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light was seen over Aylestone,  Leicester , and a kite-shaped red and white light 
was seen over Earl Shil ton • .A month befor-e the swarm of moneyspide:... ... s a pink, 
flashing light was seen from Humberstone , Leicester , tra�elling E to W .  In fact  
the . whole period from July 2· - Oc t 31 w�s. UFO , ac  ti  ye . 

STRANGE CITIES : We have already noted the road called " City of T�ree Waters"  
to  the E of  Whitwick, near the Cademan Stone . We  also  notice from che Qt' map an 
area to the SE of the village called the " City .  of Danu • Danaan? This whole area 
around High Cademan is mys terious - a great many tiny groves , s ome on tumps , 
most  surrounded by ancient drystone walls ; sudden, rugged rock outcrops pushing 
up amidst groups of trees . It is an area that gives one gut-reaction of remote , 
primeval power " 

"BLOOD" : In 1.645 , 14 years before the amazing Markfield events , the artificial 
lake near Garendon Abbey began to turn red .  For four days it became deeper in 
coi.our until it was blood red and the consistency of the water was likfr ·pas.te . 
Cattle refused to drink :from it . A:rter the four.th _ day the water began to return 
to normal and the red colour sank to · the bottom . · The peop]:.e of the village draine d 
the lake in case animal carcas ses were causing the 11blood" o Fish were unharmed, 
but the red colouring remained on the lake bed like a carpet �  J.his s.trange 
occmrrence made G-arendon Pool famous far and wide o Other" blood' · : E. very April. 
drops; of red mois ture are supposed to appear on the gravestone of Richard Smith 
in St Mary ' s churchyard,  Hincley, because of his murder ; Edmmndthorpe Church 
contains a tomb of Sir Rodger Smith and his two wives. , one of whom was supposed 
to be a witch - her alabaster tomb-sculpture streaked red e.s i=E' with blood .  

MORE OLD STONES : In order to drive home his point about fiis Ibstock le� ( TLH50) 
M� David Morris. has sent us photographs of bvo remarkable oarks tones in · 

Ibstock, one at  the corner of a lane and the other a short dis tance along it . 
1IT Morris says that the s tones are opposite the avenue aligned on Ibstock r ,  

church . The corner marks tone is a d0r:1e with slight ridges running down it • .L:he: 
other stone l ooks to us more like a small stan<ling s tone than a simple mark­
stone . There is , or was , a boundary stone - near · the top of New Walk in Leicester . -
There is an extant s tanding s tone at Grace Dieu Priory which is in ruins and 
stands near the Ashby-Loughborough road � The priory is reputedly haunted by the 
ghost of a white lady. The stone has four sides , tr�ee rough hewn and one per­
fectly s!mcoth facing north . The stone slope!* and seems a focal point for the 
moles .-in the field in which it s tands ! 1 Clearly, there mus t be may old stones 
of different types to be rediscovered in Leicestershire:. 

BEAUMANOR : We learn that the present C1.9 manor house at Beaurnanor is built on 
the site of two earlier houses and that the place was originally moated .  It can 
therefore. be considered a definite point on the Heather-Ragdal.e ley .  A point of 
interest  is that the previous houses were destroyed by fire. 

LAST· WORDS 
EXTENDED FOLF.LORE : We have endeavoured to provide a " s tudy in the round." of 

Leicestershire. We have tried to s tretch the concept of folklore to more real­
istic proportions by adding matters directly related to leys , aerial phenomena 
and meteorology -- an extended folklore . It has not been possible to discuss 
DlD:DY items. ;Ln de�ai� bqt we hay� tried to balance thi� �?hortcomi::1g by providing 
a really comprehensive framework that would oe of pa?ticular use to a ley hunter 
or allied rese�rcher approaching the county. Of cours e ,  we have been forced to 
be selective in our choice of material . We have taken Leicestershire apart , hope- . 
fully to indicate more revelatory ways of putting it back together , 

POINTS OF DEPARTURE : There are two problems related to the county · that immedaat­
ely confront the researcher . One is Leicester itself : even these  days it is one · ... 
of the - wealthiest  cities in Europe and its gross  material�sm spreads deep into ·· 
its environment . Thus the true , poetic face of the county is easily missed . One : > 
must try to overcome this , ignoring the road-building, quarrying, blue-rinse, · 
bingo , status symbols , bigotry and all the other joys tj;e G20 offers 9 Bu. ·c then 
there is the second problem -- the map . From the ley hunj;er 1 s  point of view the 1" 
and1.: 50 , 000 maps ( at least)  are cartographic disas ters . We have found stones 
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marked in Somers et and Devon, for ins tance·, that are, ,in no · way as · important as 
some of thos e . omitted from the Leicestershire maps . 1 here is plen� of .work fac­
ing the s talwart re sea.rcher. lan.y prehistoric tracks cros s the county . If thes e  
were carefully walked; moi'e old s tohe s .-r<:?uld probably b e  discovered • . ·A· general, 

continue d search for old s tone s throhghout the colinty is recommended. A thorough.· . 
index of Leics tershire leys needs to be compiled. Suspicious, but inadequate, : 
map-alignments should never be discounted as far as . this county is concern�d. A ·  
5-point line on a map can

. 
easily become a 5-point ley after fie�dwork in Leices� - · 

tershire . A realis tic gaze teer of en.rthworks in the county is desperately re qu­
ired • • •  and so on. We s ugge s t, however, that the area has· one overriding claim to 
importance . The county , particularly to the wes t, c.ontains . .  exaJilple·s. of mos t of 
tm aspects we presently. unders·tand to relate to the prehis to:t;io science .• In .the :  
way that a code can b e  broken by the us e  of a key-word,. we wonder if the mys te�y 
of the landscape can be deciphered by the use of a key, or model, area. �f this . 
conjecture should be founded, in fact , then W. Leics. is . the place wh ere it will 
be proved . It still pos s e s e s  an elus ive remnant of anti quity -- the relationship 
b etween a wi.de s pectrum of ancien:t s tructure.s and natural features a·nd phe-nomena·. 
For exampl.e , the link between the · ·C roft Hill omphalos and the incidence ·of aerial 
phenomena was not invented by us -·- · it was evidence that pre s ented i t s el"f. ·And 
what is the relationship between these two factors and the fault line? We pas s  it 
on to the reader for deeper thought .  If W .  Leics. does show its elf to be a ley-area 
then Croft Hill will be the key . And there is n.nother . feature that is amazingly, 
perhaps uniquel:y, pre served in Leicester shire - tree s �-· Almos t ali . the old s tone.s 
are related to one or mgre tree s .  'l'here are anomalies arid . :power-ef'fects conne c te d . · 
with , .d.e;rtain gr,oups of eices tershire tree s, as we have seen. *his has. been noti.o�d 
elsewhere. · ( eg Fatima ) .  V'le . ask - . cotifd trees have · a s ignifiqance over :.and above 
that of ·being mark poirtt s on leys-? s it pos sible· ·for · trees to a�gment the fun­
ction of land/ sky (earth/atmos pher�.) .. power. . . �� certain places ? We are currently 
inve s tigati.ng .. .:.this question ·in . .  relation �o C? ther factors and cannot go into the 
matter . here . We woul d be failing in our duty, however, if we di-d. not indicate a 
fasc:l.nating ·set of Leices tershire · corres pondences... . ... , . . 

THE OAK-GOD COMETH: June 24 is an intere s·ting date·.· .If . ·1s· St J6lin' s D ay • . In · · · · 
Leices tershire, St John the Baptis t is one . of the most popula� church dedicat­
ions. We recall the connec.tion of S.t John 1 s s t·one wi th rituals and fairies on 
June �4 . Floral rents were given on June. 24 . It is the day after the midsummer 
s ols ticial · period . June 24 is another of John Keel ' s  ·five key UFO/occult days of 
the year ( ye t  we can trace only one June. UFO-report in 2� years in Leics . ) ·  June 
24 comes midway between June . lO and July 7, the month of. Jupiter, the· oak god . · 
June 24 wes the day the oak-king was s acrificially burned alive . A£t�r a 7�day . 
wake the eltic year began in July . J.:C ould this s e quence account the J"une " death" 
of UFO act:], vi ty in Leicestershire? . he Roma god J·anus was two-headed ; facing hoth 
ways at the: turn of the year . We recall the Roman temple ·of Janus · alongside St 
Nicholas' Church in Leices ter. We remember that King Lear was buried by : one· of his 
daughters in . a vault originally built in honour of J�:fnus • .1.he connection is made. 
" Janus shall: . never have priests again . His door will be shut and remain ·concealed 
in Ariadne ' s  orannie s, " Merlin prophesied . Robert Grave s trace s the oak-king 
back to the pre-Roman Briti sh god Llyr, and shows that . the Beth-Luis-Nion tern 
for oak, Duir, meant " door" • · In this s ens e Hercule s  was. J anus/Llyr etc. on bec­
oming the door-keeper . of ·the gods after his death. Lear is, like Arthur, a curious 
blend of an historical character tied in mythological

.
perspec �ive�. If King Arthur 

walks Albion again, Llyr will be at his right hand . So. We have the name of the 
god of England ' s  heartland: Leices tershire is the Land of Llyr. Although ob scu­
red ·  ·by the - machinations of modern man the heart of Albion. remains one of my3tic 
oak . FOOTNOTE: Ill the " Corif'irmntion" chapter of his ;, �h�.' O�d Strai�ht Track" , 
Alfred Watkins quotes a letter from a Mr M .  Paul Darr of Leicester . his is , of 
course, a minor error. The c·orres pondent . is M .  Paul Dare , one.- of our guides 
through thes e  pages .  Dare s tates. in his letter � that although he was sceptical . . 
at firs t his own invest.igations in Leicestershire entirely s upported Watkins ::'  � · .. · 
work. This admission from a res pected local archaeologis t  and j.ournalis t must · ·· 
have re quireP. courage , and we s a ; ute the memory of M. Paul Dare . He has h�lped · . · to give us a fresh, because forgotten , area of Albion for us to inve stigate . 
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Perhaps such an inves �igation woUld add one more more : precious item to ' our .lolow;;,; . 

ledge of the ancient .unders.tanding . We complain about . the difficulties of find.i�g • 

leys in Leicestershire·. -- perh�ps we should get a little mud on our .. boots . Leys • 

may be the least we could dis cover in the area . 
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of Leics . Archaeological & .Hj,.� torical Soc . , �d Leics . :  Literary & Philos ophical 
Soc . . ., · · .: •**'*******• · 
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•rrrHts · HOLYEST ERTHE" .. by Oliver L.  Reiser . . ( PerenniaJ_ Books , Pates Manor, B�dfont, 
Mi�dlese�. _Distributed . . by Thorson! s . . £2:-50 ) � ; . ·. 

· 

. . Th� mo.s t. astonishir�g aspe�t of· · this b66k �$ . .that it fails to mention any 
.terres trial zodiac but ·that . around. Glas tonbury. Of course,  the book . is about 
C-las.tonbury .and its m�ny . legends· ; _ . but · this act of ·chauvinism is unfortunate . 
Now with ·!l persQnal gr9use pas:t ,  · 'i would: :say - that in general the book . is ... rather 
flimsy for it neither matches or . illuniinates . Katherine Mrutwood' s oWn zodiac 
research and other authors o.ri. Giastonbury ·hE\ve made : deeper s tudies of · such 
aspects ·of Glastonbury lore as l\.ing Arthur, Camelot ,  Jo·seph and . . Jesus , the Tor, 
Bligh Bond, Grail , arid Labyrinth . It covers the ground efficiently' · and there is 
no need for nit-picking . For a newcomer to this important aspect of_ sa.ored and 
ge?mantic rese�rch it is a worthy introduction. Arter me,at - t�oug�? ·t,hiS is al­
mos t  a vegetarlan ! s  banquet .  But he throws out one · mo5sel wh1ch 1s a real 
aphrodisiac ( to take a metaphor too far) on page 56 . e · notes Mary Caine ' s  
views on a connection with lingam and yoni, yang and yin, as interacting 
forces playing between earth and sun. " Mrs Caine ventures further and regards 
these cosmic forces as assis ting in the formation of the giant effigies which 
therefore can not be entirely man-made . "  That tidbi t is tre crux of terrestrial 
zodiac truth. I heartily agree that " the problem of verifioation • • •  will. be a 
matter of crucial importance-" and t :)o hope this book will act as a S;pur' to 
further disciplined discus sion. 
EUROPEAN ME'I�!"OLOGY by· Nigel Pennick 
(20p ino pBcp 142 Pheasant Rise ,  Bar 
Hill., Cambridge, CB5 8SD ) 

THE PRPOAGANDA OF THE METRIC SYSmEM : 
&& A REFUTATION by Edward Nicholson ( 15p 

+ p&p from 11 Miles Buildings , Bath.  
First decimalisation; now metrication� Next we  British wili drive on . the · 

righ hand side of tl:e road . By clownishly a.ba.ndoruhng trad.i tional measures we 

will adopt a confusing and irrational sys�. Metrication has , · however� had : 
one strange side-effect.; bringing together folk of very :different backgrounds 
to fight a common cause. Much like the Sppnish Civil War.. . . ( C t p i) on • age • 
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